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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as follows: 



submoduie co.npns.ng one or more elongate bundles of semipenneaMe rt— «- - 

manifold comprising: 
a housing; and 

at ,ea* one submoduU connecting collar connected w,.h said housmg, sa.d collar b ,ng 
^.ed to recove „. .ocate said submodule having a connecnng sleeve w«h a ,o*ng 
formation wbeseby the submodu,e can be secure* a, an end with .be colla, by a chp adapted » 
engage bod, said collar and said locking fonnauon ^ms^^m^M^ 

_ ■^r^—J^^^xo Claim 1, wherein saidTousmg .s m tad 

communication with said collar. 

3 (Original) A manifold according to Claim 1, wherein said collar has an 
intcrnalsteppedscatforbcaringengagementwithsaidendofsaidsubmodule. 

4 (Original) A Manifold according to Claim 1 wherein said locking formation 

comprises aradiallyoutwa^^ 

5 (Original) A manifold according to Claim 1 wherein said chp » cyhndncal 
havingaside wall splitto define opposed wall edges, said side wall having a top and a bottom. 

6 (Original) A manifold according to Claim 5, wherein said clip compnses a 
top radially inwardly directed circumferential flange adjacent the top of said side wall for beanng 
engagement with said radially outwardly directed flange formed on said sleeve. 

7 (Original) A manifold according to Claim 5, wherein said side wall compnses 
a bottom radially inwardly directed circumferential flange at or adjacent the bottom of sau, s.de 
wall for bearing engagement with a complementary step on said collar. 

8. (Original) A manifold according to Claim 6, wherein said clip compnses 
projections on said side wall adjacent respective said opposed edges. 

9. (Original) A manifold according to Claim 8, wherein said projections extend 

longitudinally from said top flange. 
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10. (Original) A manifold according to Claim 6, wherein said top flange is 
partially circumferential. 

' 11. (Original) A manifold according to Claim 1 wherein said clip is hmgedly 

connectable to said collar. 

12. (Original) A manifold according to Claim 1 wherein said clip is mutually 

interengageable with said collar. 

13. (Original) A manifold according to Claim 1 wherein said clip is adapted for 
over-centered circumferential locking engagement with a said collar. 

14. (Original) A manifold according to Claim 1 comprising four submodule 

connecting collars. 

15. (Original) A manifold according to Claim 14, wherein said collars are 
disposed in a common plane and have parallel axes. 

16 (Original) A manifold according to Claim 15, wherein one end of said 
housing is adjacent each collar and an axis of said housing is parallel to the axes of said collars. 

P rcurren t ly Aitieiidedj A meiiibi c tff e-ffltratfon apparatus, lompnsmg: 

a filter submodule comprising one or more elongate bundles of semipermeable polymeric 

fibers; 

a headpiece removably connected at one end of said filter submodule; and 
a basepiece removably connected to the other end of said filter submodule; and 
at least one of said basepiece and said headpiece being a membrane filtration manifold for 
connecting said filter submodule, said manifold comprising: 
a housing; and 

at least one submodule connecting collar connected with said housing, said collar being 

adapted to receive and locate said submodule having a connecting sleeve with a locking 

formation whereby the submodule can be secured at one end with the collar by a clip adapted to 

engage both said collar and said locking formation affiLaUeMil^^ 

iffl d J *idJ^^ 

■ ^ ^Qrigind) A membrane filtration apparatus according to Claim 17, wherein 

said basepiece is said membrane filtration manifold. 

19 (Original) A membrane filtration apparatus according to Claim 17, wherein 
said headpiece is adapted for connection to a filtrate conduit allowing fluid communication 
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b etwee„ said headpiece and said filtrate condui, and said basepiece is adapted for connecuon to . 
Ceaning fluid condui. allowing fluid communion between said basepiece and satd cleamng 

"T (Original) A membrane fihrauon appambus accordmg «o Cam, 19, wherem 
said coflars are configured to aflow pfceemen, of said cleamng fluid condui, a, least pari* 
between two pairs of said collars. , 

2, (Original) A membrane filtration appararus according to Claim 17, wheretn 
said basepiece comprises a removab.e cap for fluid-rigbt sealing engagement wim an end of- 

housing. _ 

S (Ctnrently Amended) A membrane filtration appatatus bank Eom pnsmg. 

a pluralhy of membrane filbauon apparatuses, each membrane fitoation apparatus 

"""Tfflter submodule comprising one or more elongate bundles of semipermeable po ly meric 
fibers; 

a headpteee removably counecteri a. one end of arid filter aubmodnle; and 

a baaepieee removably connected to the other end of said filter aubmodule; 

a. M one of said basepiece aatd smd headpiece being a membrane filttation mantfold 

aajM m & !d, fflB pri^^ 

^idhagM^^^ 

fe^^ajssiip^^ 

bv a clioatatedjc^^ 

Riihmodule from said collar; 

a filtrate conduit connected to at least one membrane filtration apparatus; and 

yeaning fl^ond^^ 
23. 
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24. (Original) A membrane filtration apparatus bank according to Claim 23, 
wherein said cleaning fluid conduit is at least partially disposed between two pairs of submodule 
collars and is in fluid communication with said housing. 

25. (Original) A membrane filtration apparatus bank according to Claim 22, 
wherein said cleaning fluid conduit is in fluid communication with said basepiece via an aperture 
in said cleaning fluid conduit to allow a cleaning fluid to pass from said cleaning fluid conduit to 

said submodules via said basepiece. 

26. (Original) A membrane filtration apparatus bank according to Claim 22, 
wherein said housing is in fluid communication with said filtrate conduit. 

27. (Original) A membrane filtration apparatus array comprising a plurality of 
membrane filtration apparatus banks according to Claim 22 connected in parallel by an array 
filtrate conduit. 

28. (Original) A membrane filtration apparatus array according to Claim 27, 
wherein said array is adapted for insertion into an open feed tank. 

29. (Original) A membrane filtration apparatus array train comprising: 

a train conduit; and 

a plurality of membrane filtration apparatus arrays according to Claim 27 connected in 
fluid communication with said train conduit. 

30. (Original) A membrane filtration apparatus according to Claim 17, wherein 
said headpiece is said membrane filtration manifold. 



